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Working Title: 

Utah's sentiments towards GRAMA requests 

Project Purpose: 

I would like to explore how friendly Utah courts are towards plaintiffs in lawsuits that 

involve GRAMA requests (Government Records Access and Management Act; Utah's 

equivalent of the Freedom oflnformation Act). 

As a writer, a generally curious person, and someone who values transparency, I am 

interested in this topic because of what it means for what information is accessible in Utah, and 

whether Utah is upholding a healthy level of transparency. While there are legitimate reasons 

companies choose to be less transparent, there are also less legitimate reasons which companies 

and other entities should be held accountable for. 

I have also recently been considering pursuing law school, and because of this I wanted 

to pick a topic that had some legal aspects while still addressing the communications/journalism 

side. Journalists in particular rely on freedom of information laws as this is often the only way 

they will get access to information in Utah. 

Project Importance: 

Freedom of infonnation is crucial for functioning democracy and a healthy marketplace 

of ideas. 

Where the law in Utah cun-ently stands on this issue determines how accountable entities 

think they are. If Utah consistently fails to support journalists or others requesting information, 

companies are likely to continue to deny GRAMA requests whether their denial is legitimate or 

not, because they know Utah will rule in favor of the company. This result comes at a heavy cost 

to journalists, who are sometimes forced to fight and pay for the costs of these cases. 

Alternatively, if companies know that Utah will hold them accountable they are less 

likely to deny requests in the first place. Consolidating cases that have been appealed in Utah 

allows us to see this and combine years of information in one place. 

This is valuable especially for journalists to be aware of but also to continue to info1m the 

public on. The legal field especially seems to lack significant coverage due to its complexity and 

general lack of public interest. But it's also an area of massive importance. 

Project Overview: 

This project would consist of a literature review, a case analysis, and a proposed solution 

if applicable. 














