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Working Title: The Role of Latter-day Saint Resentment in Utah's Culture War. 

Project Purpose: 

Research Question: Can Latter-day Saint Resentment (LDSR) be measured? What predicts 

LDSR? Likely predictors are Latter-day Saint population density at the neighborhood level 

and social identities like religious affiliation and political partisanship or ideology. If LDSR 

can be measured, does it predict attitudes and voting behavior? 

Dependent Variable: Latter-day Saint Resentment (LDSR) is a measure meant to capture 

Utah voters' irritation, frustration, and even anger towards the LDS Church. LDSR is 

measured using an index created from four agree/disagree questions included in two surveys 

of Utah voters. The four statements that comprise LDSR are: (I) I am proud that Salt Lake 

City is the home of the LDS Church, (2) The LDS Church has too much influence in the state 

of Utah, (3) Overall, the LDS Church has a negative impact on state politics, (4) Mormons 

and non-Mormons have more in common than they have differences. 1 A list experiment in 

the first survey will also be used to validate the measure. 

Summary of Project's Purpose 

Utah is unique as the only U.S. state with a population dominated by a single religious 

group. The 2.1 million members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS 

Church) located in Utah form majorities in twenty-four out of twenty-nine counties (Canham 

2018; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 2021).2 This single-group dominance 

has long played a role in the tension between Latter-day Saints and non-Latter-day Saints in 

Utah which spans nearly two centuries (Brown 2018; Decker 2019). The religious differences 

1 See the methods section for further details. 
2 Latter-day Saints are not a majority in Salt Lake, Summit, Grand, Carbon, and San Juan counties. 


































