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Project purpose 

I am evaluating how revolutions towards democratization affect women empowerment in the 

Middle East. My research question is: What was the effect of the Arab Spring on the perception 

of women's empowerment in Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine? In my research, I hope to fmd out 

how people's perception of women changed as a result of the Arab Spring. I hope to create a 

better understanding of the history of women in the Middle East and how social movements 

affect them. 

Project Importance 

The Arab Spring was a central and foundational movement in the Middle East that must be 

understood to correctly understand the politics and culture of the Middle East. While there are 

many studies of the Arab Spring and its effect on government, there is limited research on its 

effect on women's empowerment. Research and raw data are sparse in the Middle East because 

there are limited resources and a strong patriarchal culture which impacts women even more in 

the data gap. While there is some survey data in places like the Arab Barometer and World 

Values Survey, the analysis of the effect of the Arab Spring on women is lacking. Understanding 

women's current status in the Middle East is reliant on understanding the effect of the Arab 

Spring because of the governmental changes it brought to women. 

Project Overview 

The Middle East is full of rich history and culture that is too often subject to inappropriate 

assumptions. This creates a dangerous space where people make baseless assumptions on a 

group of people, specifically women. Evaluating their roles in the Arab Spring will help us 

understand Arab women worldwide. The method of this process is included below. 

First, I will conduct a quantitative analysis of the changing of opinions in the Middle East. I will 

do this through analyzing questions from the Arab Barometer. I will evaluate the same questions 

from a time period right before arab spring (2006-2007), during/right after (2011-2012), a couple 

years after (2014-2016), and present day. I will evaluate the following questions listed below: 

The following questions are your personal opinions about the principles that should determine 
the behavior and situation of women in our society. For each of the statements listed below, 
please indicate whether you agree strongly, agree, disagree, or disagree strongly. 
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